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The-May villages of Cherrington and Stourton in south Warwickshire,
Queen in ft^ Queen of May is still represented on May Day by a
shire. small girl dressed in white and wearing a wreath of flowers
on her head. An older girl wheels the Queen in what is
called a mail-cart, that is, a child's perambulator on two
wheels. Another girl carries a money-box. Four boys bear
the May-pole, a conical framework formed of a high tripod
with a central shaft. The whole structure is encased in a
series of five hoops, which rise one above the other, diminish-
ing in size from bottom to top with the tapering of the cone.
The hoops, as well as the tripod and the central shaft, are
all covered with whatever flowers happen to be in bloom,
such as marsh-marigolds, primroses, or blue-bells. To the
top of the central shaft is fastened a bunch of the flower
called crown-imperial, if it is in season. The lowest hoop is
crossed by two bars at right angles to each other, and the
projecting ends of the bars serve as handles, by which the
four boys carry the May-pole. Each of the bearers has a
garland of flowers slung over his shoulder. Thus the children
go from house to house, singing their songs and receiving
money, which goes to provide a treat for them in the after-
noon.1

Spirit of           Again the spirit of vegetation is sometimes represented

vegetation hy a king and queen, a lord and lady, or   a  bridegroom
simuitane- and bride.    Here again the parallelism holds between the
K^nirand* anthropomorphic  and  the  vegetable  representation of the"
Queen or   tree-spirit, for we have seen above that trees are sometimes
^room^and married   to   each   other.2     At Halford in south Warwick-
Bride,       shire the children go from house  to house on May  Day,
walking two and two in procession and headed by a King
and Queen.    Two boys carry a May-pole some six or seven
feet high,   which   is   covered   with   flowers   and   greenery.
Fastened to it near the top are two cross-bars at right angles
to each other.    These are also decked with flowers, and from

Les Mois en Franche-Comtt (Paris,      herself has spent much of her life there.
1900), pp. 65-69.    In Franche-Cornte^     I conjecture that the  conical  flower-
she seems to be generally known as     bedecked structure may once have been
FfyeusJe, "the spouse."                           borne by a mummer concealed within
1 From,   information given me  by     it.    Compare  the  customs   described
Mabel Bailey, in the service of Miss A.      above, pp, 82 sq.
Wyse  of  Halford.      My   informant's
father is a native of Stourton, and she         a Above, pp. 24 sqq*